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Reaching out to those 
with different religious beliefs... 


EDITORIAL 
hen Maya Wright (pictured on the next page) first told me 
about the World Gathering of Young Friends (WGYF) at Intermountain 

Yearly Meeting’s annual session, I replied enthusiastically: 

“Wow, this sounds great. I wish I could go!” 

“Why don’t you?” she said, smiling. 

“Well, for one thing, I'd have to be 30 years younger,” was my response. 

It occurred to me, however, that many of us “old timers” would like to know 
what happened at the WGYF, so I encouraged her to take pictures and gather re- 
ports. 

The reports and reflections that she helped to gather reveal a great deal about 
the spiritual life of Young Friends—their sometimes painful struggles as well as 
their joyous breakthroughs. It was gratifying to see that Young Friends of all theo- 
logical and social backgrounds managed to get along and to find “that of God” in 
each other during the WGYF. We older adults can learn a lot from their example.* 

This issue also features the writings of Young Friends that were published in a 
remarkable new book called Whispers of Faith, which was co-published by Friends 
General Conference (FGC) and Quakers Uniting in Publishing (QUIP). The pur- 
pose of this book was to give Young Friends a chance to explore and express what 
Quakerism really means to them, “in their hearts.” I resonate with what Marge 
Abbott writes of these Young Friends: “Their integrity should be a prod to all of us 
to examine our own conceptions and misconceptions about the ‘barriers’ of age, Chris- 
tianity, and so on, which too often push Friends apart.” 

Reaching out to those whose beliefs differ from one’s own is one of the great 
challenges of life, no matter what our age. A good (though often difficult) place to 
begin is within our own Quaker community. But we shouldn't stop there. 

Rose and Dick Lewis share with us the fascinating interfaith encounters that 
they experienced while teaching in China. They enjoyed these interfaith explorations 
so much that when they returned home they continued to go “church hopping.” 

Interfaith encounters are becoming an increasingly important part of our Quaker 
peacemaking efforts. This month I was invited to go to Oregon to participate in a 
special Quarterly Meeting. Half a dozen or so Muslims had been invited to share 
their faith and to help Friends gain an appreciative understanding of Islam. It was an 
inspiring event, much appreciated by all, and a great way to start a month which 
Rabbi Wascow of the Shalom Center called “God’s October Surprise.” During this 
period, the Jewish holy month of Tishrei and the Muslim holy month of Ramadan 
converged—something that happens only once every 33 years. 

To commemorate this convergence, | worked with the South Coast Interfaith 
Council to organize an “interfaith icebreaker” involving Muslim, Jewish, Christian, 
and Baha’i teenagers. Despite the rain, over 60 teens showed up for fun, games, and 
worship sharing. This event was a great success and was written up in The Daily 
Breeze, a local newspaper. Some Quaker groups have expressed interest in organizing 
such events. I'd be happy to send a copy of the article to anyone who is interested. 
Just email me at friendsbulletin@aol.com. 

It is my hope that we Friends (as well as other people of faith) will continue to 
open our hearts and minds to those who are different, so that we can experience the 
deep unity that connects us with each other and the Divine. Someday we might even 
be moved to sing along with Young Friends, “What a grand and glorious feeling....” 


PN tou Maun ce 


*To find out more about the World Gathering of Young Friends, see http://www.wegyf.org/ 
(WGYF’s website) and zwildwoodswords.blogspot.com>> (Sara Wolcott’s blog). 
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“What a Grand and Glorious Feeling...” 


Reflections on the World Gathering of Young Friends (WGYF) 
2005 


“The love we have found here is not for us to own but to share. We desire to show our love by doing good and avoiding harm 
to all people and to all the Earth. We must let others see this love and know its source so that they may come to share it.” 
So declared the 226 Young Friends gathered together in Lancaster University, United Kingdom, August 16-24, 2005, for fellowship and 
spiritual enrichment. WGYF’s theme was “I am the vine; you are the branches. Now, what fruit shall we bear?”(John 15)and William 
Penn’ challenge “Let us then try what love will do.” Fifty-eight yearly meetings and nine monthly meetings and regional groups were 
represented. More would have attended, but the UK dented visas to over fifty African and Asian Friends, to the great chagrin of attendees. 
Maya Wright, an Intermountain Yearly Friend, helped to collect the pictures and reflections from Western Yearly Meeting Friends that are 


included here. These reports testify to an amazing diversity, and deeply felt sense of unity, among Young Friends everywhere. 


Maya Wright, 
Intermountain 
Yearly Meeting: 
Picture over 
two hundred 
young Quakers 
from all over the 
world. We are 


standing in con- 


centric circles in 

an open confer- 
ence room, holding hands and learning 
a dance. As we walk a grapevine pattern 
we sing, 


What a grand and glorious feeling, 
glorious feeling, 

When the bells of peace are peeling, 
peace are peeling, 

Peace on Earth, Peace on Earth, Peace 
on Earth. 


We sing in a round. Each circle 
takes up the call in turn. Much like our 


spiritual paths, we do not all sing as one 


“What a grand and glorious 
feeling...” Reflections on the 


: World Gathering of Young 

‘ Friends 2005 

i by Maya Wright, Chrissy 
Muhr, Meghann Willard, 

: Cherice Bock, Kathy Hyzy, 
H and Stephen Myers 

/ Epistle from World 

4 Gathering of Young Friends 
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but we all fit into 
harmony when 
we listen closely. 
As each circle fin- 
ishes the verse for 
their last time and 
gradually drops 
out, we find our- 
selves falling into 
a natural silent 
worship. We re- 
main standing in 
our circles, still 
holding hands, 
with God. I felt it 
was the truest 
form of waiting 
worship we had during the entire World 
Gathering, and it was whole, true, 
unplanned. I was awed by it. 

I have returned from the Gathering 
and settled back into my life in Denver, 
where I sing with children as a 
Kindermusik Educator and work part 
time at the Kirkland Museum of Fine 
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is, “Overwhelming.” It is true in so many 
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years to come. For now I seek to daily 
reexamine the queries that we were 
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challenged with at the Gathering: “What 
canst thou say?” “What fruit shall you 
bear?” “What is your soul’s calling?” | 
hope I will continue to live with these 
challenges and find ways to pose them to 
others as well. 


Chrissy Muhr, 
Northwest Yearly 
Meeting: | ex- 
peetedstommect 
people, to have 
really good dis- 
cussions about 
Quakerism and 
how we act that 
out, and to make 
connections to continue those discussions 
after the Gathering. I’ve had some 
amazing conversations—people have been 
willing to go deep much more quickly 
than I expected. [hel base group 
discussion on who Jesus is was fascinating. 
I feel I now have a much greater 
understanding of the difficulties we face 
worldwide. 

I feel I've come to an understanding 
of what our Quaker community can offer 
the world, particularly around connecting 
with God. 

I’ve also been really impressed by 
how the mix of worship styles has been 
handled. Almost all the programmed 
Friends I’ve spoken to have some prior 
experience of unprogrammed worship. 
For me, the hardest thing has been not 
falling asleep during long periods of 
silence—the long week has begun to take 
itsrtoll ae 

I feel God’s really been at work this 
week through everything I’ve participated 
in and all the people I’ve encountered. 

I’ve tried to be really honest with 
people this week, but in a way that will 
help people hear me, and that means 
being gentle. I feel I have to stand strongly 
and say what I believe, but not to try to 
convert others... 

I’m hoping that all of us will 
individually have a deeper understanding 
of God, and that will help us in our 
ministry and what we do in our meetings 
back home. I also hope that this 
Gathering will help yearly meetings 
across the world unite and support each 
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other in God’s work. Finally, I hope that 
individual connections will remain 
strong, so we continue to make each other 
think and grow. 


MITE ep aan mn 
Willard, North 
Pacific Yearly 
Meeting: I went 
to the World 
Gathering of 
Young Friends 
ready for chal- 
lenge and open to 
learning. My gut 
reaction upon 
arrival to Lancaster was disappointment. 
I found myself in the majority—white, 
English speaking, unprogrammed Friend. 
I was not faced with translation problems 
the first days, nor 
did I find myself 
discussing the 
difference in our 
Quaker beliefs. 
On day three of 
the gathering I 
made a choice to 
rise with the sun 
and go to early 
morning wor- 
ship. This was 
my turning point. 

I heard the 
diversity there in 
worship _ that 
morning, as the 
translators stood 
and repeated in Spanish what was first 
said in English. I knew God must be 
giving them the message in Spanish 
because it was spoken so elegantly, and I 
absorbed what they said without knowing 
Spanish. Later that third day I saw the 
diversity when Kenyan Friends shared 
their style of worship with us through 
song and dance. I felt the diversity when 
asked to join four programmed Friends 
in a prayer circle. I didn’t hesitate to unite 
myself with them, and from that 
experience I embraced a new and exciting 
feeling. I also finally had the chance to 
have social interactions with diversity, as 
I started to connect with Friends from 
Germany, Canada, Ireland, Honduras, and 


Guatemala. I listened to the messages 
God brought to me through each 
interaction and experience. Those 
messages were, “We are all here for a 
reason, take that reason and embrace it. 
Relax with God, for some things are out 
of our hands. Get still, know God is God, 
know what you believe in is yours, and 
stand up for it.” 

If I had to pick just one thing that I 
took from this gathering to share with 
the world it would be this: language is a 
barrier even for those of us who speak 
the same language. Just because I use a 
certain language to explain my faith does 
not mean | don’t understand your faith, 
or disrespect it. My God, my Light, and 
my Divine are fitting for me, and I choose 
to share it with you. All I ask is that you 
listen and take whatever message you 


hear from my words and apply it to your 
faith and beliefs. 

Here’s a poem that came to me during 
a full group session: 


The Spirit touches me, 

Tickles my skin with tts presence. 
Gratefulness moves my emotions— 
Spilling over one tear at a time. 

A tear for joy—one for disappointment. 
A tear for appreciation—one for hurt. 
A tear for the future, the present and the 
past. ; 

The spirit touches me with these tears, 
And tickles my skin as the love circles 
round. 
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Cherice Bock, 
Northwest Yearly 
Meeting: I first 
heard about the 
prospect of a 
World Gathering 
of Young Friends 
in January 2002 at 
a Friends World 
Committee for 
Consultation weekend event. We knew 
this was kind of a long shot, as the last 
WGYF had taken place in 1985, but this 
is where the dream began in my life. A 
bunch of young Friends were sitting 
around late at night, as young Friends tend 
to do, having a quasi-business meeting 
interspersed with waxing eloquent on the 
end of the world due to lack of fresh water 
and the need to stop the war in Iraq. All 
of those things stuck with me, but what 
I came home most excited about was the 
idea of a World Gathering. I didn’t get 
immediately involved, but whenever I 
heard anything about the planning going 
on I was excited to jump on the 
bandwagon in whatever local ways I 
could, supporting those from my yearly 
meeting who were involved, and feeling 
called to participate in the Gathering in 
whatever way I could. 

Besides helping with a bit of fund- 
raising and being part of an informal 
“Northwest Yearly Meeting sub- 
committee” for helping with the 
Gathering, I didn’t get incredibly involved 
until fall 2004, when my friend Sheila 
hLovyet,—a) thea WGYE W Prog fam 
Coordinator, called my husband Joel 
and me and said, “How would you guys 
like to be in charge of organizing the 
full group gatherings at the WGYF?” 
From the first minute she suggested it 
we were incredibly excited. I hadn't 
been chosen as a yearly meeting 
representative (and didn’t feel that 
should be my role anyway), but still felt 
an incredible calling and desire to be 
at the Gathering. This role seemed to 
fit us well, as we’ve been on our yearly 
meeting’s worship planning committee 
for several years, and have been worship 
leaders at many youth camps, retreats, 
youth groups, and more. After thought 
and prayer we accepted the position of 
full group gathering coordinators. 
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That was the easy part, of course! 
Then we had to figure out how in the 
world we were going to organize the full 
group gatherings in such a way that 
everyone present felt represented, felt 
comfortable at some points and 
uncomfortable at others, how to find good 
speakers from all over the world, how to 
make the time worshipful as well as to 
include all the other aspects that were 
supposed to fit into an hour and a half, 
morning and evening, each day of the 
conference. This was no small task! We 
gathered speaker ideas and ideas 
regarding what people wanted to see 
happen during the full group gathering 
times from questionnaires sent out by the 
World Gathering committee, then set out 
learning a bit about the speakers 


led vision they see for Friends in the 
future. Their speeches are available on 
the WGYF website (www.weyf.org) if 
you are interested in hearing what they 
had to say. 

Because of the breadth of viewpoint 
espoused by these speakers, we decided 
it would work best to have two speakers 
each evening on the same topic, in order 
to hear from different points of view on 
each important subject chosen by 
worldwide young Friends: “You are the 
Vine; We are the Branches’; “Fruit: Faith 
in Action’; “Now, What Fruit Shall We 
Bear?”; “Challenge: Holding Each 
Other Accountable to the ‘Great People 
to be Gathered”; and “Let Us Then See 
What Love Will Do.” 


Next came the issue of how to 


Pendle Hill, UK. Back row. lefito right:Charlotte Wetton (Britain YM / Bel & Lux MM), Alyssa 


Nelson (Pacific YM),Leela Kaul (Ohio YM /Conservative), Pradip Lamichhane (Nepal YM), Chloe 
Tan (Netherlands YM),Nancy Irving (North Pacific YM, FWCC General Secretary). Photo by Alyssa 
Nelson.Front left to right: Ramila Khwayaju (Nepal YM), Ruth Raffensperger (I/linois YM). 


suggested. We conducted informal 
interviews with speakers suggested, 
gathered biographical information about 
them, and requested information from 
other sources about the quality of their 
vocal ministry and ability to speak 
prophetically to the young Friends of the 
world. After much thought and 
discernment we chose Ute Caspers 
(Germany), Oliver Kisaka Simayu 
(Kenya), Deborah Saunders (New Jersey), 
and Colin Saxton (Oregon). These, of 
course, proved to be excellent speakers 
and they spoke powerfully to the Spirit- 


represent everyone in worship: styles, 
theology, experimental ideas, language... 
We decided the best way would be to 
have each day led by a different region of 
the world, to experience their styles of 
worship with them and to hear a little 
about them. It was a desire of many 
young Friends that there be a space 
somewhere in the Gathering for “Yearly 
Meeting Presentations,” so that each 
yearly meeting present at the WGYF 
could share a little about themselves. It 
was decided that this would go best 
during the full group gathering times, 
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which fit well with our choice of having 
various regions lead. From an 
organizational standpoint this caused 
quite a bit of extra work—not only did 
we have to find a group of people to lead 
worship, as would have been the case if 
we had chosen to have a single group 
lead for the week, but we had to find 
someone from each area of the Quaker 
world who was going to the Gathering, 
had some worship leadership skills, and 
was accessible by email (the easiest and 
cheapest way to get a hold of people in 
different time zones!). We managed to 
find individuals in each region who were 
willing to organize their day, and they 
did an excellent job! I found it refreshing 
to come to the Gathering and experience 
a day of worship much like it would be 
if we were in South America, Europe or 
Asia. (By the way, the yearly meeting 
presentations and other worship elements 
are available to listen to on the WGYF 
website as well.) 

I felt incredibly honored to be 
entrusted with this position, and it was 
fun to be able to get to know people from 
all over the world. My greatest sadness 
at the Gathering was that most of the 
people from Africa and many from India 
and South America were not able to 
attend the WGYF due to not being 
allowed to receive visas to enter Great 
Britain. That meant for me that the 
people who I had been talking to in 
Africa about leading two days of worship 
could not attend, so I could not meet 
these people who I had been working 
with (and I had to scramble to find new 
people!), but I felt even worse for those 
who weren't able to be there. It isn’t much 
of a World Gathering if the whole world 
isn't able to be there for their voices to be 
heard and their faces to be known. 
Throughout the whole Gathering, 
although we all enjoyed the time and 
meeting the people who were there, a 
heaviness seemed to be on us all, a sorrow 
at the inequity in the world, evidenced 
by the Westerners having no problem 
getting there, while others so similar to 
ourselves were not allowed to make the 
journey. 

The two trip days stood out to me as 
incredibly important to our time in 
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Lancaster, especially for myself personally. 
For the first trip day we had a choice 
between four options of Quaker sites to 
visit, and Joel and I chose to go to 
Lancaster Castle. This is a “castle” which 
is still used as a maximum security prison, 
and in the 1600s held many Quakers, 
including George Fox and Margaret Fell. 
We visited a small, dark cell with no 
windows which would have held men, 
women and children, regardless of the 
supposed crime they committed, for up 
to six months before their trial could be 
held. Many of us crowded into this cell 
while lights except for candles were shut 
off and the door bolted us in. We 
experienced for 30 seconds what early 
Friends endured for months because they 
stood up for their beliefs. It made me 
think: What am I willing to stand up for 
to such an extent that I go to jail for it, or 
die for it? Why am I not doing that? Why 
is our Quaker witness not leading us to 
jail anymore? Has the world become so 
just that we no longer are sent to jail for 
standing up for our beliefs? I think not! 
What about paying taxes for war, or 


living in a society that doesn’t pay a living 
wage, or buying fruit picked by migrant 
workers, or clothing made by virtual slaves 
in other countries... and the list goes on. 
What am I so passionately led by the 
Spirit about that I’m willing to let that 
belief and that Spirit change my life? 
What should Friends be working on 
together today? 

The second trip day we all went to 
Pendle Hill and climbed to its peak—if 
you can call it that! Being born and raised 
in the Northwest USA I agree with its 
designation as a “hill,” although it is rather 
steep! Apparently George Fox chose the 
steepest side to climb up, so we did the 
same. What an amazing image this was! 
Two hundred fifty Quakers climbing 
Pendle Hill, a representation of the “great 
people to be gathered” that George Fox 
envisioned from this spot 350 years ago. 
I felt honored to be part of this heritage, 
and inspired to keep the vision alive, to 
keep listening to the Spirit in myself and 
in other Friends from traditions that differ 
from my own, and to continue working 
for the cultural and radically life-altering 


Position Announcement 
Executive Director of Sierra Friends Center 


Nevada ci 


ae 


| Sierra Fnends Center is an educational com- 
| munity under the care of the Religious Society 
spam Of Friends, located on a 230 acre rural campus 
| in Northern California's Sierra Nevada foothills. 
| This beautiful site offers diversified programs, 
including the Woolman Semester for high 
school juniors and seniors, summer youth camps and adult 
residential courses. The campus is within a 1 hour drive from 
Sacramento, and 2.5 hours from the San Francisco Bay Area. 


We are seeking an Executive Director 
to begin July Ist, 2006. 
Candidates should exemplify the principles and values of Quaker 


process and spiritual leadership, and possess skills in the follow- 
ing areas: administration, finance, fundraising, communication and 


staff development. 


Deadline for completed applications: 
February 1, 2006. 


For application packet, please send resume and cover letter to: 


13075 Woolman Lane, Nevada City, CA 95959 
or email: edsearch@sfc.org or call: (805) 466-9046 
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changes for which the early Friends 
sacrificed so much. 

I am currently living in New Jersey, 
attending Princeton Theological 
Seminary and easing my way into 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. It’s exciting 
to be in a new context, continue meeting 
new Friends, and learn about religion and 
theology from a different tradition from 
that in which I have been raised. At 
seminary, as well as hoping to learn a lot, 
I also hope to shine the Light of the 
reminder that the Spirit is living and 
active, present in our everyday lives, and 
calling us to radical work for justice and 
equality—in short, to continue bringing 
our Quaker understanding of faith into 
the broader world context, enlightened 
with the friendships and great con- 
versations I was able to encounter at the 
World Gathering of Young Friends 2005. 
May the next World Gathering be less 
than 20 years away! 


Kathy Hyzy, 
North Pacific 
Yearly Meeting: 
One of the most 
touching exper- 
iences | had in 
worship was 
during a period 
of silent wor- 
ship with the 
full Gathering. 
The Latin American Friends had just led 
us in pastoral worship, with song and 
many readings from the Bible. The 
pastoral tradition—particularly one so 
Bible-based—is not usually a part of my 
relationship to the Divine, and I was 
reflecting on how moving it had been for 
me. Just then, one of the Latin American 
Friends stood. After a moment of silence, 
he shared that now, his eyes were opened 
to more than one way of knowing God. 
His spoken message and mine unspoken, 
of the same spirit. 

I went to the Gathering with no 
particular expectations and, truth be told, 
some reluctance. In the midst of “Quaker 
burnout,” I felt more like taking a year 
off from doing anything Quaker than 
going as a representative to a worldwide 
conference. But I did go, relying on the 
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wisdom of the elders who urged me to 
participate, and knowing that the leadings 
I fight frequently result in some of the 
most spiritually enriching experiences of 
my life. This turned out to be no different. 

Much of the Gathering was very 
difficult for me. I’m shy, and very used to 
having some sort of responsibility at 
Quaker events. Being just a participant 
left me feeling at loose ends. Many of 
the English-speakers at the Gathering 
already seemed to know one another, 
from previous gatherings—an advantage 
I didn’t have—and I am not fluent in 
another language. I felt lost, and lonely, 
yet reluctant to enter the safe haven of 
hanging out with the couple of people 
there I did already know. And so I moved 
around at meals and meetings. Mostly I 
listened. 

After several sleepless nights, where 
I was kept awake by a voice in my heart 
asking, “What canst how say?” I realized 
that I was at the Gathering to be a 
witness, in every facet of the word—as a 
full participant in the world around me, 
as a storyteller, as a child of the Spirit, as 
a Seeker. | was there to witness the pain 
of Friends from Africa, an entire continent 
dying from AIDS and poverty. I was there 
to witness the joy of Friends transformed 
by their experiences of love, and the 
puzzlement of Friends with very different 
understandings of who God is and how 
to know the Spirit. I was there to listen, 
both to the Friends around me, and to 
the struggles in my own heart. 

Much of what I heard was incredibly 
challenging and yet deeply comforting. 
The world of Friends is vast, and we are 
rife with differences. Honoring those 
differences with love and patience takes 
tremendous energy. Yet for the most part, 
we did it, and I hope we will continue to 
make the effort. As an unprogrammed, 
universalist Friend who doesn’t do much 
Bible reading, thinks of Jesus as a teacher 
more than the Son of God, and has a 
same-sex partner, I’m pretty far over on 
one end of the spectrum. But the Spirit 
runs deeper than those trappings, and as 
many other Friends affirmed throughout 
the Gathering, it is the same Spirit. 

I don’t mean to say that our 
differences don't matter: they matter 


greatly, and it pains me that many Friends 
at the Gathering were made uncom- 
fortable by the visible presence of non- 
heterosexual Friends. But it also pains me 
that some unprogrammed Friends feel 
their Christ-centered faith is unwelcome 
in their home Meetings, or that 
evangelical Friends in Kenya struggle to 
fund their AIDS education and youth 
programs. 

None of these differences or 
challenges deserves to be privileged over 
another. The call to Friends to witness, 
to let the Spirit speak to our condition 
and to share that truth with others is as 
strong today as it ever has been. We are 
called to do this among Friends as much 
as we are in the wider world. 


Stephen Myers, 
Pacific Yearly 
Meeting. Our 
evening program 
was a welcome 
opportunity to 
learn the theme 
song that we 
would be singing 
throughout the 
week. It was a 
little much for those of us not used to a) 
overt Christian language in our meeting 
and b) “pop” sounding spirituals, but many 
of us resolved to sing it with gusto (and 
define our own themes for the week). 
We also heard from two of our four 
speakers for the gathering. One was a 
minister from Kenya, one a yearly meeting 


administrator from pastoral meetings in 
Washington state, one a peace activist 
from Germany, and one an African- 
American Friend from Philadelphia who 
worshiped in a number of “black” 
churches before the Spirit led her to be 
a part of the “whiter” Society of Friends. 
Together they brought a wonderful 
breadth of experience to the gathering 
and provided valuable mentorship as the 
week went on. 

All of the large group gatherings 
were translated into Spanish—there was 
a booth at the back of the hall where the 
translator sat, and headphones were 
available for those who needed translation. 
I picked up headphones a few times 
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during the gathering, but found that I 
missed a bit of the program when I had 
to translate back to English in my head. 
There was also always a group of folks 
listening to Russian translation, and one 
or two other languages like Nepali. 

The next day we jumped right into 
the normal routine for the gathering: 
breakfast, then a gathering with the 
whole group, where we heard from a few 
yearly meetings about their practices, 
their joys and challenges, and a little bit 
about their beliefs, before settling into a 
bit of worship. We then met with our 
base groups, which were groups of about 
ten that met to share and worship in a 
more intimate setting. I had the great 
challenge and pleasure to be in a Spanish- 
speaking base group, which meant that 
my group included members from 
Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Colombia, and less obvious places like 
Switzerland, Finland, Seattle, and Kansas. 
After base groups and lunch, we had two 
workshop times for Friends to share their 
work in the world, a fun activity, or, for 
someone like me who gets antsy with so 
much sitting, an athletic opportunity. I 
was able to fit in soccer, rock climbing, 
tennis, frisbee, and basketball during the 
week, which were all a nice release from 
the work we were doing the rest of the 
time, and also a nice way to connect with 
people that didn’t speak the same language 
as me. 

After workshops and dinner, we 
returned to the large gathering to hear 
more from yearly meetings and to share 
in worship led by Friends from those 
meetings before hearing from our guest 
speakers. 

By the end of the evening, our brains 
were pretty full and our bodies were pretty 
tired, so it was nice just to spend time 
together in the big courtyard outside of 
our dormitories. There would almost 
always be a guitar out and groups of 
people singing, chatting, laughing, and 
just getting to know each other. 

During the week we had two field 
trip opportunities. I chose to go to an 
exhibit of Quaker tapestries (wild and 
crazy, | know...) at the Kendal Friends 
Meeting, about 30 minutes from 
Lancaster. I had seen photographs of the 
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tapestries which were quite nice, but they 
were much more impressive up close and 
in person. The detail and ingenuity of 
stitches were amazing, and the work was 
very three-dimensional — something you 
couldn’t really appreciate from a 
photograph. They were big as well— 
each was about two feet square, and more 
than 4,000 people participated in some 
form or another in creating the 77 
tapestries. You can learn more at http:// 
www.quaker-tapestry.co.uk/. We also 
visited one of the other meeting houses 
in the area, called Preston Patrick, and 
heard from a Quaker professor from the 
university about George Fox’s journey 
through the area and what was known 


“Bridges have been built at our 
Gathering which we call on 
Friends everywhere to nurture 
and support....We must face 
the future challenges of the 
Religious Society of Friends 
together.” —WGYF Epistle 


about his speaking at that very 
meetinghouse during his travels in 1652. 

Our other field trip was attended by 
the whole group (besides a few that 
weren't up for the climb). We climbed 
Pendle Hill using what is assumed to be 
the trail Fox used to scale the hill when 
he had his vision of “a great people to be 
gathered” in the countryside surrounding 
Lancaster. It was truly gorgeous, and it 
was easy to see how Fox would have had 
a religious experience on top of that hill 
—there was a 360° view stretching out 
before us with lush green hills below 
and dramatic cloudscapes above. I spent 
the lunch hour making a peace sculpture 
from white stones that were curiously 
littered about the crest of the hill. 

After lunch we then started toward 
the buses using a different route that was 
much longer, but less steep, climbing 
over and through ingenious gates to 
allow people to cross but keep the sheep 
in their proper field. 


The one great misfortune of the 
gathering was that we should have had 
about 280 attenders, rather than the 
200 that were able to make it, because 
many hopeful attenders were denied 
visas by the British government. The 
vast majority were from Kenya, and a 
few were from India. I'll allow you to 
make your own conclusions about the 
reasons for their denial. But out of the 
sadness that we all felt for not being 
able to have those Friends with us (an 
additional 70 Kenyan Quakers would 
have made a HUGE difference to the 
experience of the gathering) we decided 
to hold another gathering for those that 
could not make it. Each regional group 
delegated two representatives to 
attend a gathering in Kenya in mid- 
October, and the World Gathering 
organization is now in the process of 
bringing that gathering into a reality. 
I’m looking forward to checking the 
WGYF website (www.weyf.org) to 
hear about their experiencessm 
Africa. 

One of the more talked about topics 
toward the end of the week was how 
we nurture the bonds and build and 
even stronger Quaker community out 
of our experiences at the World 
Gathering. A Friend named Micah who 
was in my base group has been led to 
organize a Quaker bicycle pilgrimage 
across North America, which will 
probably start in the next year or so. 
He has started a message board at http:/ 
/groups.yahoo.com/group/Quakerbike/ 
if you would like to follow their 
progress or get involved. 

For myself, I am delighted that I 
have space in my life this fall, because 
I am in the midst of planning a trip 
through Central and South America to 
visit many of the Friends that I met at 
the World Gathering. Both Micah’s 
bike trip and my trip through Latin 
America are some of the fruits of this 
gathering, and I suspect that many 
Friends will be logging their own 
experiences at the World Gathering 
website as I hope to. Feel free to ask 
me what is going on now as a result of 
the Gathering, or to look at the website 
for yourself. O 
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Epistle from the World 
Gathering of Young Friends 
2005 


To all Friends everywhere, Greetings 
from the World Gathering of Young Friends 
2005. 226 Friends gathered together in 
Lancaster University, United 
Kingdom, from 16th—24th 
August 2005. Our theme was 
“Iam the vine, you are the 
branches. Now, what fruit shall 
we bear?” taken from John 15; 
and William Penn’s challenge 
“Let us then try what love will 
do.” Among us, 58 Yearly 
Meetings and 9 monthly 
meetings and regional groups 
were represented, with speak- 
ers of more than twenty 
different languages. We were 
called to be gathered together 
at the place where our Quaker 
movement first bore fruit, the 
heart of 1652 country. We 
returned to our shared roots, to the 
birthplace of our collective spiritual 
identities. 

Through climbing Pendle Hill as a 
community, to live out George Fox’s vision 
of a great people gathered together, we 
found a unity with the place and one 
another, among the bright green hills, 
surrounded by grazing sheep. 

We felt great joy in being together 
and many Friends gave thanks for being 
here. However, our hearts were filled 
with sadness too. In the hall where we 
met there were many empty chairs, and 
we were always aware of those Friends 
who could not join us here in Lancaster. 
Many were absent because they were 
denied visas, others because they found 
when the time came that they could not 
join us after all. Their loss is our loss as 
well, for without their presence we could 
not feel their truth reflected in their 
words, their experiences, their faces and 
their smiles. However, we could feel their 
presence in our hearts. We have selected 
two representatives from each region to 
go to a post-WGYF gathering in Kenya 
to share with these brothers and sisters 
the Love and Spirit that we felt in this 
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gathering. 

Twenty years have passed since the 
last World Gathering of Young Friends, held 
in Greensboro, North Carolina, USA. To 
what purpose were we summoned once 
more? Here we tried each others’ forms 
of worship, silent and programmed, songs 
in many different languages, scriptural 


“The Spirit present in our gathering 
summoned us to be a gathered people, 
and spoke through the many different 
people and cultures here to remind us 

of its glory, power and purpose. The 

Spirit is at work in all of us, and it is 

calling us not to judge one another’ 
forms of worship but to examine our 
own hearts, find our own calling. We 

are called to take what we have 
experienced here and give it back to 
our communities.” 


—WGYF Epistle 


readings, hand holding. We were open, 
amazed, stretched and blessed. 

We learned that the great presence 
in our lives can be called by many names: 
Jesus, Christ, God, Inner Light, Spirit, 
Love or many others. Ultimately, through 
listening to the Spirit that moved us, not 
the words in which we expressed our 
movement, we strived to become one 
organism, one body made up of many 
different parts (2 Corinthians 12:13). We 
were united not so much in the expression 
of our faith as in our common desire to 


be unified and by the power of the Spirit 


amongst us during these nine days. We 
were challenged to put aside the labels 
we hide behind, programmed, 
unprogrammed, liberal, evangelical, and 
come together as Friends of the Truth, 
seeking together for the common truth 
behind our language. 

We have not finished this process. 
We are only at the beginning of 
a long path, but the love and joy 
we have felt in being in this place 
together have allowed us to come 
this far, and we pray that they will 
lead us further yet. The time here 
has been a chance to reflect on 
our We have 
challenged to recognize ourselves 
as God’s children, and respond 
in willing devotion. The love we 
have found here is not for us to 
own but to share. We desire to 
show our love by doing good and 
avoiding harm to all people and 
to all the Earth. We must let 
others see this love and know its 
source so that they may come to 
share it. The Spirit present in our 
gathering summoned us to be a gathered 
people, and spoke through the many 
different people and cultures here to 
remind us of its glory, power and purpose. 
The Spirit is at work in all of us, and it is 
calling us not to judge one another’s 
forms of worship but to examine our own 
hearts, find our own calling. We are 
called to take what we have experienced 
here and give it back to our communities. 
Far away meetings now have faces, stories 
and friendships that make them real to 
us. Bridges have been built at our 
Gathering which we call on Friends 
everywhere to nurture and support. 

We will keep this contact alive 
through exchanges, more frequent 
gatherings and opportunities to work 
together. Through this contact we will 
give strength to each other and share our 
gifts. We must face the future challenges 
of the Religious Society of Friends 
together. Where we explored the theme 
of the vine and the branches, we found 
that its fruits are born from love. We have 
experienced what Love can do in this 
Gathering; now let us try what it can do 
in the world. —WGYF Epistle 
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FWCC's Quaker Youth Pilgrimage 


by Rachel Van Schoike 
La Jolla (CA) Meeting/Earlham College 


One of the first activities my group 
completed on the Quaker Youth Pilgrimage 
in the summer of 2004 was answering the 
question: “Some reasons why people may 
go on the Pilgrimage.” My first response was 
to do something that was different. 

Fresh out of high school and on my way 
to Earlham College, I was in a transition 
from high school to college and I was looking 
for new and internal motivations. What I 
expected from the Pilgrimage were answers, 
but what I found were fresh and ever- 
morphing questions. Where did Quakerism 
fit into my life? How had it changed since 
high school? How might it change at college? 
What queries spoke to me? These questions 
were formed on the pilgrimage through the 
programmed and unprogrammed events. 
They still linger in the back of my thoughts, 
resurfacing when I make decisions or meet 
my daily goals. 

The pilgrimage was filled with 
extraordinary moments, connections and 
experiences. We visited Pendle Hill, the site 
of one phase in the life of George Fox. He 
had been traveling for days with a 
companion and with little nourishment. 
When they reached the base of Pendle Hill, 
the companion walked around but Fox 
decided to climb over it. Fox heard the voice 
of God during his climb. 

My group of Pilgrims dutifully climbed 
the hill. Someone took a picture of the group 
and then we settled into silence. A deep 
and unfettered calm descended over us. 
This was a moment where a still, inner clarity 
helped me form my questions and helped 
shape my goals. I can still summon that same 
sense of peace today. 

There were three Friends from my 
group of Pilgrims that arrived at Earlham 
this year as freshmen. A few weeks into the 
first semester all of us received an e-mail 
from one of our leaders of the pilgrimage 
from England who would be at Earlham! 
We all went out to dinner and I realized 
what a small world it is and how we are all 
bound through experiences, common goals 
and fate. I believe that all the people on the 
pilgrimage, who had been so dear to at one 
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moment in my life, will always be a part of 
me. I hope we are all destined to meet each 
other again but, if not, I will hold them in the 
Light of my heart forever. 

The pilgrimage gave me more than a 
summer away from the comforting normality 
of home or an exciting chance to travel. It 
gave me the confidence to think, to reflect 
and to grow as a person and as a Seeker. 
One of the most powerful written words that 
summarizes my experience on the Pilgrimage 


is from an African Elegy: 


...there are sweet miracles at work 
that only time will bring forth. 
I too have heard the dead singing 


and they tell me that 

this life is good. 

They tell me to live it gently 
with fire and always with hope. 


The 2006 Quaker Youth Pilgrimage will 
take place in the Midwestern United States 
July 14-August 10, 2006. The Section of the 
Americas 1s seeking 14 young Friends who will 
be ages 16-18 at the time of the pilgrimage, 
and two adult facilitators. Deadline for 
applications of adult leaders 1s December 15, 
2005; for pugrim applicants the deadline 1s 
January 15, 2006. Contact us at 
QYP@fwecamericas.org or FWCC, 1506 Race 
St, Philadelphia PA 19102. 
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Service Opportunities for Young Friends 


“It’s not every day that people get to have a life-changing experience,” says 
Mishka Char, AFSC volunteer. “Mine happened when I went to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South Dakota with the Joint Service Project.” Working 
on the reservation was such a powerful experience that Mishka plans to go 
back this summer with four of her friends and hopes to make this project an 
annual event in her life. THE AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YEARLY MEETING JOINT 
SERVICE PROJECT was founded in June of 1990 by the AFSC and the 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting (IMYM) of the Religious Society of Friends 
to give young people and adults the experience of Quaker service. Projects 
are designed to connect small, intergenerational groups (ages 14 and up— 
and not limited to Friends) with the work of AFSC in the US Southwest and 
Mexico which overlap within the IMYM. Projects take place in spring and 
fall in Mexico, in summer with Oglala Lakota. For information about the 
upcoming year’s program and approximate dates, contact Mike Gray. E-mail: 


MGray@aftsc.org or 520-907-6321. Website: afsc.org. 


QUEST Is AN INTERNSHIP PROGRAM SPONSORED BY THE UNIVERSITY 


FRIENDS MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS). 
Located in Seattle, Washington, QUEST seeks to build a peaceful, just, sustainable world 
by empowering interns to act as agents of social change and social service during their year 
with QUEST and throughout their lives. The program provides Quaker and non-Quaker 
interns with: quality, year-long positions at local social change and social service 
organizations that can benefit from an intern’s service; supplemental training to empower 
interns in their work for social change and social service; and an intentional, residential 
community where interns can receive support, practice community-building skills, and live 
simply. Interns commit to a year of service that begins in early September. Agencies 
commit themselves by February to having an intern that fall. Intern applications to the 
program are due on March 1. Prospective interns will be interviewed by QUEST and by 
potential placement agencies. Efforts are made to match interns with their placement of 
interest, but placements at specific agencies are not guaranteed. Interns make their final 
commitment in early May once they have accepted a placement offer. University Friends 
Meeting is an equal opportunity employer. For more information about the QUEST 
program, please contact: Lynn Fitz~-Hugh, Program Coordinator QUEST, University 
Friends Meeting, 4001 9th Ave NE Seattle, WA 98105. 206-417-0422. Email: 
questprogramufm@yahoo.com. 
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AFSC/SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA QUARTERLY MEETING 


YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT. The Southern California Quarterly with 
the American friends Service Committee offers service opportunities for 
youth that offer service learning in humanitarian and environmental 
issues. Through the projects youth share in service learning, fellowship 
and values that will carry on throughout their lives. In 2005 projects 
included the Nevada Desert Experience Quaker Weekend in February, 
the Catalina Island Conservancy project in September and the Friends 
Outside Holiday Toy Drive in November and December. For more 
information please call 626-791-1978 ext. 132 or email 


rmartinez@afsc.org. 
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“Whispers of Faith...” 


Excerpts from a new book by Young Friends 


“There is a spirit...” 


by Aliyah Shanti, 17, 
Olympia (WA) Meeting 


y Vere is a spirit which I feel that 


delights to do no evil, nor to revenge 
any wrong, but delights to endure all 
things, in hope to enjoy its own in the end. 
Its hope 1s to outlive all wrath and 
contention, and to weary out all exaltation 
and cruelty, or whatever is of a nature 
contrary to itself. It sees to the end of all 
temptations. As 1t bears no evil in itself, so 
it conceives none in thoughts to any other. 
If it be betrayed, 1t bears tt, for its ground 
and spring 1s the mercies and forgiveness 
of God. Its crown 1s meekness, its life 1s 
everlasting love unfeigned. It takes tts 
kingdom with entreaty and not with 
contention, and keeps it by lowliness of 
mind. In God alone it rejoices, though 
none else can regard it, or can own tts life. 
It 1s conceived in sorrow and brought forth 
without any to pity it, nor doth it murmur 
at grief or oppression. It never rejotceth 
but through sufferings: for with the 
world’s joy 1 1s murdered. I found tt alone, 
being forsaken. I have fellowship therein 
with them who lived 1n dens and desolate 
places in the earth, who through death 
obtained this resurrection and eternal holy 
life..—James Nayler, 1660 


These words were spoken by James 
Nayler (1616-1660), an early English 
Friend. In 1650, he rode into Bristol ona 
donkey, imitating the entrance of Jesus 
into Jerusalem. For this, he was arrested 
for blasphemy, tortured, and imprisoned 
for three years. A year after being 
released, while traveling home to 
Yorkshire, he was robbed. He was found 
in a field and taken to a friend’s house, 
where he died. These words were spoken 
about two hours before his death. They 
became the inspiration for my first choral 
piece of music. 


AW) 


This 1998 issue of Friends Bulletin featured 
ALIYAH SHANTI when she was 10 years old—a 
precocious musician/poet homeschooled by Ellen 
Sawtslak and David Albert, author of Have 
Fun. Learn Stuff. Grow: Homeschooling and 
the Curriculum of Love(2005) and other 
books. Altyah, 17, currently attends Smith 
College in Northhampton, MA, and 1s a so- 
journing Friend at Northhampton Friends 
Meeting. In December 2004-January 2005, 
she went to south India to help with tsunami 
relief efforts with help from Olympia Meet- 
ing, of which she 1s a member. She 1s an 
award-winning poet and composer. 


I first found these words in a 
hardcover, blue-bound Pendle Hill 
Pamphlet in the meeting library: There 
is a Spirit: The Sonnets by Kenneth 
Boulding. I was looking for texts for a 
choral work I had been asked to write 
by the director of the Friends Music 
Camp in Barnesville, Ohio, that I would 
be attending that summer. I took the 
pamphlet on a trip I took to Florida in 
February 2001. On the way home, I was 
stranded for nine hours in the Detroit 
airport, and ran out of reading material. 
I began to read There is a Spirit 
repeatedly, learning the flavor of the 


words. I found the sonnets too 
constraining in form, but I realized that 
even though the original testimony was 
prose, the words could be set to music 
very easily. 

While sitting in a very uncomfortable 
chair in the Detroit airport, with 
annoying noises and eye-hurting lights 
all around me, I started to write down 
ideas. When I came home, I worked 
steadily on There is a Spirit. Composing 
music is a spiritual exercise for me. 
Starting a piece is much like being in 
meeting for worship, waiting for the spirit 
of inspiration to strike, and then working 
from it. Sometimes when I am working 
on a piece I lose track of time, and the 
music is the only important thing. This 
happened often during the writing of 
There 1s a Spirit. Even sitting in the noisy 
airport terminal, with angry people and 
loud sounds all around me, I could find 
silence in which to work. I found it alone, 
being forsaken. I found it alone, 
surrounded by thousands of people, in a 
crowded terminal. 

I worked on There is a Spirit for 
several months, with the help of my 
composition teacher. I decided to write 
it for four-part choir a capella (without 
instrumental accompaniment) because in 
this case I felt that instruments would 
distract the ear instead of filling out the 
sound. It was by far the most musically 
complex work I had attempted until that 
time. I preferred working on There is a 
Spirit to eating and sleeping, so it was 
done on time. 

I finished writing There is a Spirit 
in June, and I sent it to Friends Music 
Camp ahead of me. It proved too 
difficult for the camp choir, so it was 
sung by the staff at the final concert of 
the month-long camp. Nayler’s words 
continue to have a great influence on 
my life and music. He has helped me 
become a more committed Friend, and 
to join the small but weighty group of 
Quaker composers.O 
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Three poems on Silence 


by Brianna Richardson, 18, 
Bellingham (WA) Meeting 


A Query 


Do I set aside time for myself during the day? BRIANNA RICHARDSON has been helping to take care of the youngest chil- 
Or do | wear myself out all around all day? dren in her meeting. She recently developed a leaing for writing—poetry 
Do I know who I am? Do I care for my light? in particular—and has coordinated writers’ retreats for her peers. She 
Or are my stress levels rising beyond my control? plays viola and especially enjoys chamber music. She plans to study music 
Can I simply listen to that radiant light, and English at the University of Puget Sound. 


My inner light that yearns for rediscovery? 

Am I sacrificing myself for the other things, 

the material pressures upon me all day? 

Or will I take time to feed that flickering candle? 

Will I care for the Light around me, 

and cause them all to glow more brightly? 

Will I search for the hidden, and take out the darkness? 
Can I, through sharing light, help us all glow stronger. 
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Whispers of Faith 
Young Friends 
share their 
experiences of 


Quakerism 
edited by Geoffrey 
Black, P. Zion Klos, 
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| Whispers of Faith 


Young Friends share their 
experiences of Quakerism 


Silence Claire Reddy, Milam 
Smith, and Rachel 
Stillness... Stacy. Published under 


the auspices of QUIP 
(Quakers Uniting in 
Publishing) and 


The cricket chirps—the owl flies 
Listen to the quiet noises of the world 
All is silent, open, unrestrained 


EE 


Quaker Pressof FGC 
I never heard them talk out loud (Friends General . ce _ 
For they only spoke through silence Sete gio. | Guiuheay Ps ean ol Ro - 
I listened close, and then I heard LOO a cree 


oe 
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Those silent, whispering voices 


“This book is a 

collection of inspiring, deeply-felt, writing about Young 
Friends’ faith life, with sections on worship, testimonies, 
spiritual journeys, and walking on water. We shared the 
common experience of trying to make sense of our religion, of 
seeking to answer the questions, ‘What does Quakerism 
mean to me, in my heart?’ You will find many different voices 
in these pages, but above all, you will find voices of faith. If 
there is one message we want this book to convey, it is that 
young Friends’ voices may not be loud, but we do have things 
to say, and we are speaking.” The editors. 
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Listen to those murmurs soft 
That never come your way 
Quiet now and listen to 
That silence, whispering 


ae 


on 
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Encircling silence 


A circle of silence, 
Life flowing round 
Hearts opened wide— 


The meaning, out. “The young people who contributed to Whispers of Faith 


have stepped forth confidently to speak of their encounters 
with God as well as their doubts. They invite all Friends— 
young, old, African, European, American, evangelical and 
liberal—to join them in worshipful and sometimes playful 
conversation about being a Friend. Their integrity should be 
a prod to all of us to examine our own conceptions and 
misconceptions about the ‘barriers’ of age, Christianity, and so 
on which too often push Friends apart." Marge Abbott, 
North Pacific Yearly Meeting. 


Noises subside 
Endless chatter, stops 
The feeling pours round 


Life’s messages, clear 


Quiet music ringing, 
Speech gone far away 
Creatures stop to listen to 
The silent circle, singing 
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READERS’ FORUM 


“FRIENDS, HOW LONG ARE WE GOING 
TO HAVE BLOOD ON OUR PLATES?” 
A QUAKER VEGETARIAN RESPONDS 


In a letter that appeared in the 
September issue of FB in response to my 
essay “No Second Glass for George” (April 
FB), Friend Glen Buschmann misconstrues 
what I was doing. My essay was intended to 
consider the issue of Simplicity in regard to 
diet, and offer an expansion of Friends’ usual 
understanding of it. In the process I give an 
example from Fox’s life that epitomized the 
distinction between valid and invalid 
cravings, trace the historical link between 
invalid cravings and violence, show that 
health and the welfare of creation are crucial 
considerations in judging our dietary cravings 
and desires, and finally submit that in our 
cultural situation, consuming animal flesh is 
analogous to the unneeded second glass of 
beer that Fox rejected. 

Each section arises out of the previous 
one; there is no abrupt veer away from Fox, 
as Friend Buschmann claims. I do not 
declare that Fox, had he had contemporary 
dietary information, would have been a 
vegetarian. I only assert that, in view of this 
lack of knowledge of the subject, he did not 
question meat-eating. I cannot know what 
conclusion he, in his quite different culture, 
would have reached had he questioned it. 

Friend Buschmann also says that I think 
not only Fox but God is on my side, which he 
seems to find ridiculous (“Good grief.”). I 
suspect most religious people think that God 
is on their side. In a sense, I wish I could say 
this were true of me; it would make things so 
much easier. Nonviolence—Peace—as a total 
way of life, including diet, words, and 
thoughts, is certainly not my idea. It has taken 
me an embarrassingly long time to come 
round to it as an ideal, and even now the 
sharp personal comment, the resentful 
thought are only too ready to intrude 
themselves. I must continually struggle, when 
dealing with issues of violence, to condemn 
violent acts strongly but be Friend and bless 
the persons who do them. 

Friend Buschmann makes several other 
dubious claims. In opposing my point that 
“anatomically we are mostly or entirely 
vegetarian,” he says that “neither is our 
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anatomy equal to vegetarian mammals with 
multiple stomachs, massive grinding and no 
canine teeth, and great grinding jaw 
muscles.” But not all vegetarian mammals 
are ruminants such as cows. There are 
herbivorous primates such as bonobos, much 
nearer relatives to us than any ruminant (and, 
unlike humans, nonviolent both in diet and 
other social behavior). He further asserts that 
our being ill-designed to chase down prey 
and rip it apart “only displays how corrupted 
we all are by urban living... and high-powered 
rifles, and how little respect we have for the 
abilities of our neolithic ancestors and 
arboreal cousins.” All, including Quakers, are 
corrupted by high-powered rifles? 

Before we idealize primal hunters, we 
should face one of the major results of the 
hunting (and herding) of large animals by 
tribal peoples: to foster the complex of 
toughness, callousness, physical daring, 
aggression and domination, and the 
suppression of tenderness, sensitivity and 
compassion—in short, the qualities of 
machismo that still underlie patriarchy, with 
all its catastrophic effects on women and men 
both. (Causality may, of course, work both 
ways.) (See dn Unnatural Order by Jim 
Mason and The World Peace Diet by Will 
Tuttle.) We may well admire many abilities 
of primal hunting (and herding) peoples, but 
there is no need to look up to them in this 
area. As to our arboreal cousins, in this regard 
let us respect and learn from bonobos, rather 
than chimpanzees who, as Jane Goodall has 
sadly told us, sometimes band together to 
kill and eat bonobos. 

Friend Buschmann holds that a healthy 
balanced vegetarian diet is far more 
complicated than a diet supplemented by 
meat. This idea spread partly as a result of 
Frances Moore Lappe’s concept of protein 
complementing (now invalidated), but it may 
still seem to hold if one has not put some 
initial effort into exploring the multitude of 
vegetarian options. From my own experience 
I can assure him that a healthy nonviolent 
diet, based on fruits, vegetables, grains, nuts, 
and legumes, is as simple or complex as one 
chooses. No doubt his allergies have made 
things harder for him than most. I face a 
challenge myself; I try to avoid all animal 
products, must avoid all wheat and other 
gluten foods, and am not fond of cooking, 
but preparing a tasty balanced meal with the 
scores of foods still available to me takes no 
more of my time than it did when I ate flesh. 
My spouse’s cooking takes even less. 


It is true, as Friend Buschmann says, 
that in very cold climates residents cannot 
sustain themselves on locally grown plant 
foods. He might have added very dry 
climates. Furthermore, there are probably 
situations in which extreme poverty, often 
largely due to political oppression, makes a 
vegetarian diet difficult or impossible. I find 
this to be tragic, and feel compassion for the 
people and animals involved. But I do not 
see that it is a reason for the vast majority of 
us in the affluent United States and Europe 
to eat our fellow animals, when we have so 
many plant-based alternatives. It is in our 
power, as seldom before, to minimize 
bloodshed and other violence against these 
innocents. The motion of the Light within us 
all is toward love and compassion, and away 
from violence. 

The issue of our involvement in violence 
is central, and must be engaged. Friend 
Buschmann does so by denying outright that 
killing animals is violence, so long as is done 
with reverence and gratitude like that of 
primal peoples. But primal people—and 
many not so primal—have also sacralized the 
killing of other humans. Is it so different? 
From the point of view of the victims, whether 
human or animal, reverential feelings merely 
comfort those who kill by making the Divine 
an accessory. 

More often when the issue is brought 
up, Friends decline to engage it. Some simply 
ignore it. Others evade it with secondary 
issues such as courtesy to hosts, or their 
feelings that they are being dictated to. Some 
criticize the motivations of the Friends who 
bring it up. All these things need to be 
discussed, but none of them should eclipse 
the central issue. Whether we wield the 
knives ourselves, or merely hire others to kill 
so that we may enjoy the products, TO KILL 
AND EAT OUR FELLOW ANIMALS 
IS VIOLENCE. It is not necessary for us. It 
violates our Peace testimony. 

Friends, how long are we going to have 
blood on our plates? 

—Gracia Fay Ellwood for Animal 
Kinship Committee, Orange Grove Meeting 
(Pasadena, CA). 


Is BusH-BASHING QUAKERLY? 


The query “Is Bush-Bashing 
Quakerly?” discussed in the Readers’ Forum 
(September FB) has stayed in my mind for 


several weeks, and I feel moved to express 
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my feeling. | am worried that religiously 
abstract messages might discourage children 
to be mindful of the world events. 

Growing up through two wars in 
Vietnam, I understand that the dichotomy 
between religious teaching and the reality of 
war can cause a lot of confusion for children 
and adults alike. I also believe religious 
authoritarian voices play an important role 
in shaping children’s minds, no matter where 
they live. I was not present at the 
Intermountain Yearly Meeting so I am 
writing about the skit with reservation. 
Though attacking people’s personal lives is 
counterproductive, I believe that young 
people should be encouraged to be aware of, 
and address the issues around them, 
including government actions. 

There is a big gap between the 
Administration’s policy and the efforts of 
Americans who work for peace and justice. 
The Administration, promoted by Fox News, 
has plenty of money, and every power to make 
decisions about war, while we, people who 
believe that war is not a solution, have only 
our voices. When we go to silent vigils and 
peaceful demonstrations, we are harassed. 
When we put the “God Bless The Whole 
World, No Exceptions” bumper stickers on 
our cars, we are insulted and called traitors. 
Some Christians attack abortion and call ita 
crime in God’s eyes; yet we don’t know how 
many pregnant Iraqi women have been killed 
since the US invasion. Every passing day, 
more Iraqis and US soldiers die, more Iraqi 
infants and children are killed, and more Iraqi 
children lose their parents. We learn that God 
is in everyone and loves everyone, but how 
do we make our voices heard about God’s 
humanity to the Americans who are neutral 
or indifferent to the losses and sufferings of 
people in a foreign country? Did we not learn 
that to make our voices heard, we should 
express them as long as we do it peacefully? 

I don't think adults should discourage 
children to speak their minds about the 
injustices in the world. Don’t we all have the 
responsibility to help others to be aware of 
the magnitude of pain and suffering the Iraqi 
people are going through now?—Kim 
Henderson, Corvallis (OR) Meeting 


Dear Editor: Thank you for the September, 
2005 story “What We Learned From Our 
Efforts to Stop the Vietnam War That Can 
Help Us to End the War In Iraq.” The words 
“Each week, police arrested us” and 
“participating in the People’s Blockade of 


December 2005 FRIENDS BULLETIN 


ships carrying arms, bombs, and munitions 
to kill the people of Vietnam” really spoke to 
me about sacrifices made and action taken 
to end our involvement in the Vietnam War. 

I remember getting twenty-one pages 
of signatures for a petition, attending as many 
demonstrations as my mom would allow; 
writing countless letters, wearing arm bands, 
and doing everything else my sixth grade 
mind could devise to help end that terrible 
war. | remember, too, that I was not alone in 
my endeavors. 

On the following page of Friends 
Bulletin there was another article, “Friends 
Call for ‘Immediate, Orderly Withdrawal of 
the Military Occupation of Iraq...”” This story 
recommended actions Friends can take to 
help end the US Occupation by 1) joining 
FCNL in “...calling for the adoption of a 
Congressional resolution...”; 2) encouraging 
Friends “...to convey ...statements... through 
the news media, and to ... Congress.” and 3) 
“..and to endorse the FCNL resolution and 
similar Congressional legislation as steps 
toward ending the present conflict.” 

This present day approach saddened 
me. Perhaps—I do not know this history— 
Friends took as timid and tepid steps in the 
beginning of the Vietnam and other wars. 
But this part of history I do know: peace 
movements that have succeeded have 
required much more than this kind of letter 
writing before conflict ceased. 

Though it may not have been 
intentional, the placement of these stories 
one after the other spoke to me about the 
need to reflect deeply about what actions we 
can take now to end all wars, including the 
one we created in Iraq. —Sarah Armstrong 
Jones, Santa Monica (CA) Meeting. 


DVD REVIEWS 


Review of The Cadburys: The Sweet Smell of 
Success and George Fox and the Quakers. The 
Cadburys is a DVD available for $25 online 
at www.aetv.com (click on the “store” button). 
George Fox is available in VHS format 
(apparently it isn’t in DVD) and costs twenty 
dollars. It can be purchased through the 
FGC website, www.quakerbooks.org. 
Review by Donald W. McCormick, Santa 
Monica (CA) Meeting. 

The Cadburys is about a Quaker family 
that built the Cadbury Company—famous 


for its chocolate. It was originally an hour- 


long television program created for Biography. 
The story of the Cadbury family 1s also the 
story of how Quaker values shaped Friends’ 
business practices. 

In the 1700s Quakers were excluded 
from the professions and any office under 
the crown.So many Quakers went to 
business. They were hard-working 
exemplars of the Protestant work ethic and 
they wanted to imbue their businesses with 
Christian values. One of these was John 
Cadbury, a Quaker who went into the 
chocolate business in England. He felt his 
product promoted health. As a Quaker, his 
product had to be a quality product—not junk 
food. As a Quaker, he also felt a duty to help 
the poor. He was particularly concerned with 
the plight of boys who worked as chimney 
sweeps. He worked hard to end this 
abhorrent child labor practice. 

His sons, Richard and George Cadbury, 
continued the firm. The Quaker belief in the 
value of learning had quite an effect on them. 
On weekends George taught reading and 
writing to the poor, using the Bible. To set 
Cadbury chocolate apart from its competitors, 
they borrowed a chocolate manufacturing 
process from Holland. In those days chocolate 
was thick and bitter, but this new Dutch 
process made it smooth and mild. Cadbury 
produced a high quality product, unlike his 
competitors—some of whom used brick dust 
as filler in their chocolate. The Cadbury’s 
new chocolate drink was a big success. 
Quaker thrift, however, made the Cadburys 
cautious investors. The Cadburys went on 
to develop milk chocolate bars made with 
fresh milk. They tasted great and sold like 
hotcakes. 

In line with their Quaker values, the 
Cadburys build a factory and town that was 
intended to improve the lives of its workers. 
The lives of factory workers in the 1800s 
were generally miserable, as were their 
sweatshop working conditions. But the 
Cadburys had a vision for something 
different—a factory with good working 
conditions and a town where each worker 
owned his own house and had a garden in 
the back. They built this factory and town 
four miles out of the sooty industrial town of 
Birmingham. They called the town 
Bourneville, and it was a Quaker utopia for 
workers. Cadbury provided health clinics, 
built a swimming pool, encouraged workers 
to go to night school, forbade drinking, and 
encouraged and sponsored sports teams. The 
Cadburys wanted to provide workers a better 
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opportunity for a good life. All this led toa 
workforce that was fiercely loyal. 

In the 1900s the Cadburys continued 
these socially responsible business traditions. 
In World War II the Cadburys refused to 
make armaments. 

The beginning of the decline of 
Cadbury as a distinctively Quaker Company 
happened when it went public in 1962. Soon 
after this, it merged with the Schweppes 
company. Now the Cadbury Corporation is 
no longer led by a member of the Cadbury 
family and has lost most of its Quaker 
character. 

It used to be that one of the most 
prominent features of Quakerism was the 
Quaker businessperson. These Quakers 
stood apart from other businesspersons 
because of disdain for ostentation and 
concern for workers, as well as their idealism, 
modesty, and leadership in social responsible 
business (e.g. opposition to oppressive 
business practices such as slavery and the 
arms industry). Quakers had a huge impact 
on the way business was conducted in the 
world. But nowadays most Quaker 
businesspersons are almost indistinguishable 
from other businesspersons. And the Quaker 


approach to business or the way we integrate 
our Quakerism with our work lives is rarely 
discussed in meeting. Something has been 
lost. 

Friends who wish to think more 
seriously about the Quaker approach to 
business should purchase this DVD and use 
it for discussion at Meeting. Perhaps Friends 
will be inspired to reclaim some of 
Quakerism’s lost leadership in the world of 
socially responsible business. 

I also recommend George Fox and the 
Quakers, a 45-minute video that tells the 
story of George Fox, and to a lesser extent 
Quakerism, using an actor playing George 
Fox, scenes shot in England, the US and 
Canada; still scenes from paintings and 
drawings; and interviews with Quaker 
historians and contemporary Quakers. The 
video shows Pendle Hill, a meeting house in 
England that has been in continuous use 
since 1675, and other landmarks of 
Quakerism. 

I loved the actor’s portrayal of Fox. He 
was very convincing. It does a good job of 
showing Fox’s religious intensity, and 
presenting key Quaker beliefs. I learned a 
lot about Quaker history and the life of Fox. 


Some of the surprising things I learned was 
that sometimes Fox (the author of the peace 
testimony) went into a rage. Also that he 
would go into established churches and begin 
preaching on his own. 

The video also puts Fox’s and 
Quakerism’s development into historical 
context. For example, it mentions how the 
peace testimony was developed by Fox and 
Margaret Fell, partially in response to the re- 
establishment of royalty and the need for 
Quakerism to be seen as unthreatening to 
the new regime. It also portrays the 
persecution Quakers suffered, which range 
from imprisonment by the thousands, to 
whipping, hanging, being placed in the stocks, 
and a peculiarly awful metal device called 
the Scold’s Bridle which was reserved for 
women who dared to preach. Fox himself 
was imprisoned eight times. 

I think this video would be of interest to 
most Quakers as well as to people interested 
in Fox and Quakerism. I watched it with my 
fifteen-year-old son Nick and we had a good 
discussion afterwards. Other Quaker parents 
may also want to watch it with their children. 
It would also make a great discussion starter 


for Quaker Adult Education programs.. 0 


RECENT QUAKER PUBLICATIONS 


The Beatitudes Pathways of Living in True Joy and Peace 
Reflections and Queries for Sharing by Virginia Schurman 
Tract Association of Friends. Text available online. 
Constructive Spirit: Quakers in Revolutionary Russia by 
David McFadden and Claire Gorfinkel with an overview 
by Sergei Nitikin. 240 pp, 35 original photographs. $16.95. 
Intentional Productions. 

Creeds and Quakers: What's Belief Got To Do With It? by 
Robert Griswold. Pendle Hill Pamphlet #377, April 2005. 
$4.00. 

Earthcare for Friends, a Study Guide for Individuals and 
Faith Communities, Louis Cox, Ingrid Fabianson, Sandra 
Moon Farley, and Ruah Swennerfelt, eds. 270 pages. 
$18.00. Quaker Earthcare Witness, 2004. 

Engaging Scripture Reading the Bible with Early Friends 
by Michael L. Birkel. $12. Friends United Press, 2005. 
Friends’ Peace Witness In.A Time Of Crisis, edited by Nancy 
Irving, Vicki Hain Poorman, and Margaret Fraser. 184 pp 
$18.00, paper. Friends World Commmittee for 
Consultation, 2005. 

Historical Dictionary Of The Friends (Quakers) by Margery 
Post Abbott, Mary Ellen Chijioke, Ben Pink Dandelion 
and John William Oliver, Jr. 432 pp. Cloth, $80.00 


[Ifyou wish to review any of these publications, please contact 


the editor at Friendsbulletin@aol.com| 
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QuakerBooks 


of Friends General Conference 


On Living with a 
Concern for Gospel 
Ministry 

7 by Brian Drayton 

| Brian Drayton shares 
information and 
encouragement with Friends, 


Contact us 
for our 


latest catalog 
in full color! 


QuakerBooks 


most especially those with a 
call to vocal ministry and 
those supporting them. 

QP of FGC, 2006, 224 pp., paperback $19.95 


Whispers of Faith: Young Friends share 


their experiences of Quakerism 
ed. by W. Geoffrey Black, P. Zion 
Klos, Claire Reddy, Milam Smith, 
and Rachel Stacy 
A collection of inspiring, deeply 
felt writing about young 
Friends’ faith life. 
QP of FGC/Quaker Books of 
Britain Yearly Meeting in 
cooperation with QUIP, 2005, 
164 pp.,paperback $12.00 


1216 Arch Street, 2B 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 
to order, call: 
1-800-966-4556 
E-MAIL: 
bookstore@fgcquaker.org 


Order on the web! 
www.quakerbooks.org 
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Interfaith visits in Asia and in our own backyard 


by Rose Lewis 
Salem (OR) Meeting 


y husband Dick and I have 
recently returned from two years 
of teaching English at a university in 
Chengdu, Sichuan Province in West 
China. We learned a lot about modern 
China from our students and colleagues, 
and enjoyed our Quaker contacts there. 
In addition to our teaching we traveled 
widely in 26 of China’s 29 provinces, 
including Tibet, and also in Laos, 
Cambodia, Vietnam, Korea, Japan and 
Mongolia, where we participated in a 
work camp with orphans. It was a rich 
experience, and we are still trying to digest 
it all. We are always looking for Shangri 
La—a place where folks have worked 
out how to live a good life, with 
everyone’s needs met, but no excess, and 
with sustainability, justice and equality. 
Although we saw some very appealing 
settings and many places claiming to be 
Shangri La, most looked more like a hard 
life, rather than a good life, especially 
for the women. So we are still looking. 
Wherever we visit we want to learn 
as much about religious practices as 
possible. We try to put ourselves into a 
seeking frame of mind in any place of 
worship, observing and learning as much 
as possible about the various approaches 
to worship which we find. Although it 
is hard for us to relate to the ritual and 
forms of some religions, such as 
Buddhism with its thousands of statues 
and images, we try to be open and seek 
to understand what the meaning is for 
the worshipers. 

In Sichuan we visited Buddhist 
monasteries, Taoist temples and 
Confucian shrines, as well as a number 
of Christian churches, which seem to be 
thriving. We were members of Chengdu 
International Chorus, and sang in several 
large churches, including a big new 
church with 500-600 in the 
congregation. We also sang at smaller 
home churches for foreigners only. There 
are six or eight of these in Chengdu, 
scattered around the city. They all get 
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together at Christmas and Easter, and 
we took part in several of these services. 
One of my students had talked to me 
about being a Christian, and invited us 
to a “party” which turned out to be a 
quite evangelical Christian service held 
above a restaurant across from the 
university where we taught. It lasted 
several hours, with lots of scripture 
reading, hymn singing, testimonies from 
everyone present, a meal and two long- 
ish sermons. Although all such 
gatherings are supposed to be under the 
guidance of the official Three-self 
Church and foreigners are not supposed 
to attend, there was no problem, so far 
as we know. 

Foreign teachers in China are told 
never to bring up two subjects—politics 
and religion—but if someone asks about 
them it is all right to respond. We heard 
from some Chinese that people have a 
real spiritual hunger, now that the earlier 
strong belief in Maoism has been 
discredited. We were always surprised 
when a student would say, “I’m a 
believer,” and then ask, “How long have 
you been a Christian?” 

On Sundays we had our own 
Worship Group in our apartment, with 
the two other Quakers living in 
Chengdu, again for foreigners only. A 
Chinese colleague joined us one time, 
without problem. There seem to be 


some strong rules about matters of 
religion, but very relaxed enforcement. 
Some of our students asked about our 
beliefs, and expressed interest in Quaker 
ideas. Discussion of religion or 
philosophy is not common, but a few of 
our brightest students were keen to 
discuss ideas with us, and we enjoyed 
these discussions very much. Some are 
extremely critical of government 
interference and want to see change; 
others are rather cynical and not 
optimistic about change. 

We were taken to visit the ruins of a 
large French monastery up in the 
mountains north of Chengdu, built 
around 1908. It was closed in 1949 at 
the time of the Chinese revolution, later 
used for a time as a public school, and 
now abandoned but lovingly cared for by 
a farmer who showed us around. On the 
hike up to it we met several farmers on 
paths or in fields, who were curious about 
the foreign visitors. Everyone we met 
introduced themselves as believers: “I’m 
a believer and three (or four or more) 
generations in my family are believers.” 
We were told there are 1,000 believers 
in the surrounding hills, many of whom 
come to the small Roman Catholic 
church which we visited in the nearby 
town. They don’t have a priest, but lay 
leaders carry on services with Bible 
reading, etc. 
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On our travels around Asia we 
followed the same seeking pattern—in 
temples and monasteries in Laos, 
Mongolia and Tibet, mosques in 
Xinjiang, a synagogue in Xian. There are 
many young priests in Laos who are eager 
to talk to foreigners. In Kashgar and 
ancient Yark and in the Taklamakan 
desert we visited several active mosques. 
Watching scores of young monks debate 
their teachers at Sera Monastery in Tibet 
was especially interesting. Although we 
lack background and experience in these 
varied religions, we try to open ourselves 
to the moving of the spirit in whatever 
form it takes. 

We enjoyed visiting this variety of 
worship services so much that we 
decided to continue visiting when we 
returned to Oregon. It seemed a good 
opportunity, while we no 
responsibilities at Salem Friends Meeting, 
where we are members, to get some idea 
of the many different worship experiences 
available in the Salem area. So after 
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attending our home Meeting several 
Sundays and sharing some of our China 
experiences, we began our visits here. So 
far we have attended some 19 or so 
services—including Unitarian, Meth- 
odist, Presbyterian, Episcopal, Con- 
gregational, Nazarene, Peoples Church, 
The Alliance Church, Temple Beth 
Shalom, the Brigittine Monastery, and 
Friends Meetings in Portland. People 
have been friendly and welcoming, and 
so far we have not found any teachings 
which have made us uncomfortable. We 
know quite a few people in some 
congregations, which makes it more 
interesting. 

As in our foreign travels, we try to 
enter into the spirit of the service, opening 
ourselves to the way different groups 
approach religious experience. Some are 
rich in ritual and pageantry, some simple 
and direct, some sermons stir and inspire 
us, some leave us wondering if we missed 
something important. We have enjoyed 
wonderful musical presentations in a 


number of churches, and learned many 
new hymns. Some groups are very large 
with hundreds of worshipers in huge 
sanctuaries with extensive listings of 
programs and activities for all ages; some 
have lots of families with many children 
and youth; others seem almost empty, 
with mostly retired people in attendance. 
There is little time for quiet reflection, 
which we miss. But it is a rewarding 
experience, trying to discover where the 
spirit of God is at work, and learn about 
the various manifestations of divine 
leadings. We have many more places on 
our list to visit, and are having so much 
fun we aren't sure when we will finish 
our visitations. We recommend this as a 
way to get acquainted more deeply with 
the community, and experience a rich 
variety of worship services. 0 


We have written eight or so reports about our 
experiences and are happy to send them along 
by email to anyone interested at 
lewisrr@open. org. 


NEWS OF FRIENDS 


NEWS FROM QUAKER 
NEWSLETTERS 


Why THIS NEWSLETTER SUMMARY? 


As FWCC staff, I get Newsletters from 
many churches and meetings in the West. I 
do my best to read them, but then what? It 
doesn’t seem I should keep this information 
to myself. So am sharing them with various 
people, including the readers of Friends 
Bulletin. | hope you find these news items of 
interest. 

—WNancy Yarnall, FWCC Western Field Staff, 
800 NE Tenney Rd, Suite 110, PMB 340 
Vancouver, WA 98685. Phone: 503-551- 
9030. E-mail: nancyy@fwecamericas.org. 


FWCC WEBSITE 


Look at www.fwecamericas.org for 
information about the Section of the 
Americas. 

The Annual Meeting of the Section of 


the Americas will be in Chiquimula, 
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Guatemala, March 16-19, 2006. All 
Friends are welcome. You'll find information 
at www.fwecamericas.org. It’s important that 
you register by December 5, 2005. 

Would you like to learn about Friends 
throughout the western hemisphere? If so, 
we ll soon have a Section of the Americans 
Electronic Newsletter for you. Please 
contact americas@fwccamericas.org to be 
put on the list. (And if you'd like to receive 
our postal mail newsletter as well, indicate 
that also.) 


NEWS FROM NANCY 


Late August I flew to Seattle and 
Northern California with Margaret Fraser. I 
appreciated the opportunity to talk with her 
as we traveled. We really enjoyed our time 
with Friends. 

In September I flew to Indianapolis to 
take part in the first meeting of the Steering 
Committee for the Section of the Americas 
Capital Campaign. 

I also had a wonderful time on the 
Oregon coast with Northwest Yearly 
Meeting women. They celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary of Women’s Retreats in a loving, 
spirit-filled way. It was a blessing to’be there. 


BEYOND THE MONTHLY MEETINGS/ 
CHURCHES 


Arizona Half-Yearly Meeting met at 
Emmanuel Pines Camp, Prescott, AZ, Sept. 
30-Oct. 2. They questioned, “What’s Belief 
got to do with it?” based on Robert Griswold’s 
pamphlet. 

College Park Quarterly Meeting met at 
Sierra Friends Center, Nevada City, CA, 
Oct.14-16 with the theme, “Following 
Nudges and Leadings.” 

Colorado Regional Fall Gathering took 
place Nov. 4-6. David Zarembke, Friends 
Peace Teams, spoke on spirit-led service, 
activism and contemplation. 

New Mexico’s Fall Regional Meeting was 
held Sept. 24-25 in Adrian, TX. Friends 
discussed how to nurture distant Friends and 
brought pictures, poems, etc. to help get to 
know one another better. 

Northwest Yearly Meeting Women met for 
a Retreat on Thursday Sept. 29 through 
Sunday, Oct. 2. The Theme: “Simply His” 
was focused by Louise George, MaryKate 
Morse, and Mindy Burns. They spoke on 
“Simply His Child, Simply His Chosen One, 
Simply His Hands and Feet.” 


Sierra Friends Center’s Woolman Semester 
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(Nevada City, CA) has eight students fall 
term, four from College Park Quarterly 
Meeting. 

Southern California Quarterly Meeting 
gathered at Temescal Canyon in Pacific 
Palisades, CA, Nov. 4-6. Friends will 
consider the theme, “Who are the Quakers, 
and what does it matter?” 

Willamette Quarterly Meeting met Sept. 
30-Oct. 2 at Sky Camp, east of Eugene, with 
the theme, “Understanding Islam.” Anthony 
Manousos, editof of Friends Bulletin, was one 
of the panelists. 


News oF MONTHLY MEETINGS 


Albuquerque Meeting (NM) has approved 
a Case Statement for Meeting House 
expansion. [he Statement includes the vision, 
the need, goals and objectives, a brief history, 
fundraising needs, ways to support the 
expansion and progress to date. The Meeting 
held a phone-a-thon in October regarding 
the expansion project. 

Bellingham Meeting (WA) is sponsoring 
“Food for Soul” potluck meals to further 
spiritual growth by creating opportunities for 
deeper sharing and witness. 

Boise Valley Meeting (ID) held a discussion 
of guidelines for the safe and respectful 
stewardship of their meeting location. 
Bridge City Meeting (Portland, OR) hada 
study group which read Jim Wallis’ God’s 
Politics. A small group from the Meeting got 
together to begin a consideration of what the 
Meeting could do if Hurricane Katrina 
survivors came to Portland. 

Boulder Meeting (CO) children 
participated in an intergenerational activity 
about pets. Children brought pictures of their 
pets. Activities included a survey of animals 
in Bible stories. 

Chico Meeting (CA) approved participation 
in a program where Friends will donate ten 
cents per gallon of gasoline used to the 
Meeting. Appropriate uses for the fund will 
be determined. 

Corvallis Meeting (OR) has returned to 
using the NPYM membership process. 
Corvallis Friends will convey their concerns 
about the NPYM wording in Faith and 
Practice to the Faith and Practice Revision 
Committee. 

Eastside Meeting (Bellevue, WA) had been 
planting a tree when a child of the meeting 
became 13. Due to limited planting space, 
etc., 13-year-olds will be given books. 
Eugene Friends Church (OR)is taking 
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donations at its monthly potlucks for David 
Niyonzima’s (THARS) “Listening Centers” 
in the Congo. Eugene Friends Meeting 
(OR) has agreed to take donations and will 
contribute $600 to the project. 

Flagstaff Meeting (AZ) held Friendly Movie 
nights in October with soup and popcorn. 
Friends will watch “The Angel and the Bad 
Man” and “Friendly Persuasion,” both 
movies with Quaker themes. 

Fort Collins Meeting (CO) is sponsoring 
“Coffee House Seminars.” Friends will meet 
in a coffee house and discuss topics focusing 
on Quaker history, belief, and practice. 
Fresno Meeting (CA) discussed concerns 
regarding the clerking of Business Meeting 
when the clerk is away. Friend decided a 
member of the Meeting may volunteer to 
clerk. 

Grass Valley Meeting (Nevada City, CA) 
will hold a Saturday workday at Sierria 
Friends Center once per Quarter in the 
months of January, April, July, and October. 
Honolulu Meeting (HI) is considering a 
Publications Committee with responsibilities 
for the Newsletter, the Directory, and the 
Handbook. Friends expressed concern about 
the Newsletter being done by a committee. 
Mountain View Meeting (Denver, CO) has 
a Membership Guidance Committee of six 
Friends who work with applicants for 
membership. A member of the Membership 
Guidance Committee 
Membership Clearness Committee. 
Friends from Olympia Friends Meeting 
(WA) meet twice a month for Bible Study. 
Currently reading the book of Numbers, they 
compare translations, and study times and 
cultures. 

Orange Grove Friends (Pasadena, CA) are 
considering use of their property. Mothers 
Club and Friends Western School both meet 
on the Orange Grove propertly. There is not 
room for both programs as they expand. The 
Meeting will need to make a decision. 

Palo Alto (CA) Meeting’ teen committee is 
producing a cookbook as a fundraiser for their 
06 trip to El Salvador. 

Pima Meeting (Tucson, AZ) will facilitate a 
series of weekly sessions to talk, pray and 
reflect on our relationships as Quakers to 
food, farmers, the local food system, and wider 
issues of hunger and globilizaon. 


clerks each 


[ To be continued in next issue... | 


MEMORIAL MINUTES 


RosBert MCKNIGHT 


RobertMcKnight was born on 
November 9, 1946, in Seattle, WA. He 
graduated from [Chief] Sealth High School 
in West Seattle and from the University of 
Washington with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 
He served four years in the US Navy. Like 
many veterans, he came to believe that 
violence is not a solution to human conflict. 
He was a member of Veterans for Peace, 
Rachel Corrie Chapter 109. Bob was a long 
time attender of Vashon (WA) Friends 
Worship Group under the care of Tacoma 
(WA) Monthly Meeting. 

He worked 25 years as a planner at 
Exotic Metals, a company that manufactures 
and repairs airplane parts. He voiced his 
opposition to the company’s military contracts 
and tried to manage his own work to avoid 
them. 

Bob is survived by two children, Lara 
and Rubin McKnight, his brother John, and 
his wife Suzanna Leigh. 

Quaker Meeting held a central place in 
his life. In his last days he specifically asked 
that Vashon Friends hold Meeting at his 
home. During the previous Saturday 
afternoon, between bouts of breathing 
difficulty and visits from Medic One, Bob 
frequently asked, “Is it Sunday yet?” As 
Friends gathered at 10:00 am, Bob, who was 
resting in his La-Z-Boy chair in his living 
room anticipating Meeting, was able to hold 
on until 10:05 when he breathed his last 
breath. 

The Meeting then continued with his 
presence evoking many expressions of 
sorrow, joy, and remembrance. As one 
member said, “Bob’s passing is easier to 
endure knowing that the world is a better 
place because of him.” O 


Paut E. DAMON 


Pima Monthly Meeting (Tucson, AZ) 
mourns the sudden death at age 84 of Paul 
E. Damon. Paul’s beloved wife of 58 years, 
Mary Janet (Jinx) found Paul on Tuesday, 
April 12, 2005, in his office at the University 
of Arizona where he was completing a 
research project. He died on April 14 at 
University Medical Center. 

Paul and Jinx Damon joined Pima 
Monthly Meeting May 16, 1971, after 
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many years of serving the Presbyterian 
Church, wherever they lived. Pima Meeting 
has benefited beyond measure from the deep 
gifts the Damons have brought our meeting: 
serving as co-clerks and teachers in First Day 
School, offering potluck retreats in their 
“summer kitchen” garden, and providing 
hospitality for everyone who needed it in their 
guesthouse. They were especially generous 
in welcoming new members and attenders. 
Paul Damon was a geoscientist whose 
work helped make the University of Arizona 
internationally famous for isotope 
geochemistry. His science covered subjects 
ranging from atmospheric evolution to 
paleoclimatology. In 1968 he and colleagues 
at the University of Arizona dated the Shroud 
of Turin—a centuries-old linen cloth bearing 
the likeness of a crucified man—and later 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. His esteemed fellow 
scientists said of Paul Damon: “ He was one 
of the most extraordinary individuals I ever 
met,” and recalled that Paul was so well loved 
in Mexico that he’d been dubbed “San 
Pablo” by residents near his study sites. “Paul 
personified scholarly dedication to 
intellectual pursuits, and in ways never 
marked by narrowness. He always sought the 
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Friends 


combination of the big picture and 
fundamental principles. He loved to test 
ideas in the challenge of discussion and 
debate. With Paul you always knew what 
he was thinking about, what he thought he 
understood, and what he was trying to 
understand. He was a caring and involved 
mentor.” Paul was the author of over 200 
scientific papers. His honors and awards 
included being a Fellow of the Geological 
Society of America and an honorary Doctor 
of Science degree from Bucknell University, 
his alma mater. 

A native of Brooklawn, NJ, Paul earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 1943 from Bucknell 
University. After serving in the US Navy in 
World War II, he earned a master’s degree 
from the Missouri School of Mines and 
Metallurgy in 1949. He was a research 
associate at the University of Arkansas from 
1949 to 1950 and an assistant professor from 
1951 to 1954. He received his doctorate from 
Columbia University in 1957 and joined the 
University of Arizona faculty the same year. 

Paul is survived by his sister, Lucille 
Damon Gallo of Palm Coast, FL, nieces Ellen 
Gallo Verdi, also of Palm Coast, Bonnie 
Burchardt Corcetti of Boonton, NJ and their 


families, as well as his wife of 58 years, Mary 
Janet “Jinx” Winter Damon and their sons 
Timothy Winter Damon and his wife Diane 
of Tucson and Dr. John Edward Damon and 
his wife Mariana and two grandsons, 
Edward Angus (Ned) and William George 
of Kearney, NB, all formerly of Tucson. 

Paul Damon's life shone with the many 
facets of his person: husband, father, 
grandfather, gardener, sometime poet, lover 
of life and restless inquirer. These were 
reflected and respected equally in his deep 
philosophy and concern. Those who knew 
him rejoiced in his existence and are made 


bereft with his passing. 0 
ASENATH YOUNG 


Asenath Young, born Asenath Hall 
Kinnear on August 25, 1917 in Riverside, 
CA, died on February 24, 2004, in Pasadena, 
CA, with her son, Steve, daughter-in-law, 
Sylvia, and daughter, Margi, at her side. 

For most of her years at Orange Grove 
Meeting (Pasadena, CA), we knew her as 
part ofa couple. Robert and Asenath Young 
became Quakers not long after they were 
married on December 26, 1938, at the 
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Congregational Church in Sierra Madre in 
a wedding gown Asenath made herself. 
Most of us heard “Kenny” tell the story of 
their fabled meeting in a rumble seat and 
we were blessed to witness the true affection 
that flourished between them for all the 
years of their marriage. 

Those of us who were privileged to serve 
with Asenath on Oversight or Worship and 
Ministry Committees, or at the AFSC, 
relished her sharp mind, her wit, her plain 
speaking and her true spirit. She and her 
husband lived lives of service and generosity. 
During WWII, they were instrumental in 
founding the AFSC office in Pasadena. ‘They 
opened their doors to COs who were 
working in the San Gabriel Mountains, so 
that the men could spend some time with 
their families. She said she never knew who 
would be there when she woke up each 
morning. Asenath and Bob were among the 
first to minister to Japanese Americans 
detained at Santa Anita racetrack before 
being sent to detention centers. In later years, 
they often opened their house to Friends in 
need—and when their house got bigger, 
opened it to many 
meetings. They participated in food 
cooperatives and experimented with living 
in economic community in the early years of 
their marriage. During World War II, Bob 
found out that a preschool called Broad 
Oaks was going to be sold by Whittier 
College in Whittier, CA. Along with six other 
Quaker Families, they pooled their resources 
to buy the property and started Pacific Oaks 
Children’s School and College. These same 
families would later work together to found 
Pacific Ackworth School in Temple City. 

All through her life Asenath expressed 
herself by making extraordinary sweaters and 
wall hangings, which she gave to family, 
friends and organizations. 

Their third child, Leslie, was born 
developmentally disabled. Asenath insisted 
on keeping him at home and found schooling 
opportunities, both public and private, in the 
Los Angeles area. This was during a time 
when that “just wasn’t done.” Asenath drew 
strength from adversity and became an 
advocate for people with developmental 
disabilities—helping pass legislation for, 
conceive of, and fund the regional center 
system in California. She did a lot of knitting 
on planes to and from Sacramento during 
this time. She served as the first President 
of the Lanterman Center in Los Angeles 
when it was established in 1979. In 1993, 
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the Lanterman Center established the 
Koch-Young Family Resource Center in 
honor of Asenath’s partnership with Dr. 
Richard Koch in working for the 
developmentally disabled. Asenath is 
survived by her children, Stephen, Margaret 
(Margi) and Leslie, daughter-in-law, Sylvia, 
three grandchildren: Michael Young, Lissa 
Klanor, and Cara Fennessy, and two great- 
grandchildren, Riley Shepherd and Kendra 
Shepherd. We still miss her. 0 


CALENDAR. ITEMS 


Dec 2-4: ExPERIMENT WITH LicHT. An 
experiential weekend exploring the work of 
Rex Ambler and JoAnn Seaver. Quaker 
Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


Dec 2-4: ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE. The 
Training for Facilitators. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


Dec. 28-JAN. 1: YOUNG FRIENDS NEW 
YEAR’S INTENSIVE. For more info contact 
Kristina Perry, 530-273-3183. 


www.woolman.org 


Dec 27, 2005 - JAN 1, 2006. How Mucu 
1s ENOUGH?>—THE YEAR END RETREAT. 
What we own, What we do with our time, 
The commitments we make, and How it 
sustains our spirit. Judith Favor. Quaker 


Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


JAN 20- 22, 2006: THE Joy OF CLERKING. 
Promoting love and Spirit in our meetings 
for business. Traci Hjelt Sullivan. Quaker 
Center, Ben Lomond, CA. 


JAN 27-29: WALKING WITH GANDHI, AGAIN 
A repeat of an over-subscribed weekend on 
nonviolence. Concrete steps forward. Chris 
Moore-Backman. Quaker Center, Ben 
Lomond, CA. 


2006 ADVERTISING RATES 


$.47per word for CLASSIFED ADS. Min1- 
mum charge, $9. Box ads: 10% extra. Ads 
should be prepaid, if possible. DEADLINE: 
six weeks prior to publication. 

DISPLAY ADS: $16 per column inch. 4 page 
ad (4.x 4): $97—1 column ad (2% x 10): 
$139—2 column ad (5 x 10): $239—% 
page ad (7¥4 x 4%): $169—Full page (7% 
x 10): $299. DISCOUNTS: 10% for 3 con- 
secutive appearances, 25% for 10 consecu- 
tive appearances of ad. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Publications 


PENDLE HILL PAMPHLETS 
are timely essays on many 
facets of Quaker life, 
thought and spirituality, 
readable at one sitting. 
Subscribe to receive six 
pamphlets/year for $20 
(US). Also available: every pamphlet 
published previously by Pendle Hill, 
including recent pamphlets by Marge 
Abbott, Robert Griswold and Steve 
Smith. 800-742-3150 ext. 2 or 
bookstore@pendlehill.org. 


ANIMATED CHILDREN’S BOOKS. Profits to 
Quaker Organizations. Wehr Animations 


RP@Born/46/-0 boulderns COM s0306 
www.WehrAnimations.com. 
ae 


QUAKER LIFE—INFORMING AND EQUIPPING 
FRIENDS AROUND THE WORLD. Free sample avail- 
able upon request. Join our family of Friends for one 
year (10 issues) at $24. For information contact: 

Quaker Life 

101 Quaker Hill Drive 

Richmond, IN 47374 

Phone: 765-962-7573 

E-mail: QuakerLife@fum.org 

Website: www.fum.org 
VINTAGE Books, Quaker Books. Rare and out- 
of-print journals, history, religion. Contact us 
for specific wants. 181 Hayden Rowe St, 
Hopkinton, MA 01748. Phone: 508-435-3499. 
E-mail: vintage@gis.net. 
JOIN THE FELLOWSHIP OF QUAKERS IN THE 
ARTS ($25/year), and share your work with 
Friends in our exciting quarterly, “Types & 
Shadows.” Seeking short fiction & non-fiction, 
poetry, drawings, B&W photos, and news of 
Quaker art. Help create a new chapter in Quaker 
History! More info: FQA, 1515 Cherry St, 
Philadelphia, PA 19102. Email submissions 
OK. <fqa@quaker.org> <www.quaker.org/fqa> 


Friends Journal has published 

“Quaker Thought and Life 

mm lL oday” for nearly 50 years, suc- 

ceeding periodicals that date 

from the roth century, Learn 

more about Quaker concerns 

and activities through this monthly maga- 


zine. Save 42 percent off the cover price. 
Receive 12 issues (one full year) for only 
$35. Contact: Friend: Journal, Dept. FB, 
1216 Arch Street, 2a, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Schools, Retreat Centers, Camps, 
and Retirement Homes 


BEN LOMOND QUAKER CENTER: Personal re- 
treats, family reunions, weddings, retreats, and 
our own schedule of Quaker Programs. Among 
the redwoods, near Santa Cruz, CA. 831-336- 
8333. http://www.quakercenter.org. 

sooo 
FRIENDS HOUSE IS A MULTI-LEVEL RETIRE- 
MENT COMMUNITY offering independent living 
apartments and houses, an assisted care living 
facility, skilled nursing, and an adult day services 
program serving residents and the wider Santa 
Rosa, CA community. Located in Santa Rosa, 
Friends House is easily accessible to San Fran- 
cisco, the Pacific Coast, redwood forests, and 
the vineyards of Sonoma and Napa counties. 
Friends House is owned and operated by Friends 
Association of Services for the Elderly (FASE), 
a California not-for-profit corporation. The fa- 
cility and Board of Directors are strongly influ- 
enced by Quaker traditions. The welfare and 
growth of persons within an environment which 
stresses independence is highly valued. Tour 
Friends House at our website at 
www.friendshouse.org. Friends House, 684 
Benicia Drive, Santa Rosa, CA 95409. 707- 
538-0152. 

seek 
THE WOOLMAN SEMESTER OFFERS FRIENDS 
EDUCATION TO 16 TO 18 YEAR OLDS FOCUSED 
ON PEACE, JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABILITY WHILE 
LIVING SIMPLY IN COMMUNITY. Four rigorous, 
academic courses yield a full semester of high school 
credit and 120 hours of community service. Shows 
independence and aptitude in a university-like set- 
ting on college Visit 
www.woolman.org and contact Kathy Runyan at 
530-273-3183. Sliding scale tuition & Quaker 
Scholarships support all qualified teens. 


FRA 


applications. 


WELLSPRINGS FRIENDS SCHOOL: alternative, 
accredited high school grades 9-12. Rooted in 
the Quaker spirit of simplicity, community, 
nonviolence, honoring the Light in every per- 
son. Open enrollment. Climate of affirmation. 
3590 W 18th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402. 541- 
686-1223. FAX: 541-687-1493. Dennis 
Hoerner, Head. 


Concerned Singles 

links compatible, socially conscious singles 
who care about peace, social justice, 
diversity, gender equity, and the health of 
the planet. Nationwide/Canada. 
All ages.Since 1984. 
FREE SAMPLE: Box 444-FB, 
Lenox Dale, MA 01242 
413-243-4350 or 
www.concernedsingles.com 
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WILLIAM PENN House & WASHINGTON 
QUAKER WorRKCAMPS. Washington, DC. 
Quaker Center on Capitol Hill offering 
hospitality, meeting space and worship. 
Offering workcamp opportunities for youth, 
peace studies seminars for educators, and 
seminars for all ages. Leadership training 
for Quaker young adults through our 
internship program. All are welcome. 
www.WmPennHouse.org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543- 
5560 .515 baste (apitol oto 
Washington, DC 20003. 

Positions Vacant: WILLIAM PENN House & 
WASHINGTON QUAKER WoORKCAMPS 
Washington, DC. Hospitality intern, full time. 
Spring 2006. Register and greet guests, work with 
Workcamps, peace studies and international 
program seminars. Stipend, room and board and 
health insurance. www.WmPennHouse.org, 
info@WmPennHouse.org. 202-543-5560. 515 
East Capitol St SE, Washington, DC 20003 


ACCOMODATIONS: QUAKER HILL CONFER- 
ENCE CENTER, Richmond, IN, offers overnight 
accommodations for Friends traveling in this 
area. For info and reservations, contact QHCC 
at 765-962-5741, quakerhill@parallax.ws or visit 
our website at www.ghcc.org. 

WILLIAM]. Papp PORTLAND FRIENDS SCHOOL, 
located in SW Portland, OR. A Friends school 
for children, grades K-8, rooted in Quaker values. 
Children are provided with a quality academic and 
a developmentally appropriate education. The 
school environment is caring and nurturing with 
strong emphasis on nonviolent conflict resolution. 
For information, contact Judy Smith, 
portlandfriendss@qwest.net or 503-245-8164. 


Services 


JOIN THE FOLKS AT FRIENDLY Horse ACRES 
FOR A DAY AT A HORSE FARM. All ages wel- 
come. Camps are set up to encourage con- 
fidence in people who are fearful of horses, 
as well as more experienced horse lovers. Learn to see 
the world from the horse’s point of view. Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com. Phone: 360-825-3628. 
E-mail: friendlaverne @friendlyhorseacres.com. 


Tours and Opportunities 


ConsIDER A Costa Rica Stupy Tour. Visit 
the Quaker community of Monteverde. See the 
cloud forest and two oceans. Write Sarah 
Stuckey, Apdo 46-5655, Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Phone/FAX: 011 506-645-5436 or 520- 
364-8694 or E-mail: crstudy@racsa.co.cr. 
Website: www.crstudytours.com. 


CONSIDER THE ARIZONA FRIENDS COMMU- 
NITY FOR YOUR NEXT, OR YOUR SECOND, HOME. 
360 degree mountain views, 4,000 ft elevation, 
often near-perfect weather, among good friends. 
Write Roy Joe and Ruth Stuckey, 6567 N San 
Luis Obispo Drive, Douglas, AZ 85607. 
Website: arizonafriends.com. 

SRA 
QUAKER WRITERS, EDITORS, AND PUBLISHERS 
AREINVITED TOJOIN QUIP (QUAKERS UNITING 
IN PUBLISHING). An international “self help” 
organization of theologically diverse Friends 
concerned with the ministry of the written 
word. Contact Graham Garner at 
grahamG@fegcquaker.org. Website: 
www.quaker.org/quip. 

Fe 
FRIENDS PLANNING TO MOVE CAN REQUEST AS- 
SISTANCE FROM DaviD BROWN, A QUAKER RE- 
ALTOR. David will refer you to a real estate profes- 
sional to assist you with buying and/or selling a 
home anywhere in the USA. E-mail: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. , 

oR 
CusTOM CALLIGRAPHY. Marriage certificates, 
celebrations of commitment, naming documents 
for newborn or adopted children. Visit my website: 


www.wynnellewellyn.com or call me to discuss your 
needs: 413-634-5576. 


African Summer Workcamps 2006. 
The African Great Lakes Initiative (AGLI) 
of Friends Peace Teams is sponsoring 
international workcamps in Burundi, 
Kenya, Rwanda and Uganda. The two-day 
pre-service training begins on June 23 near 
Washington DC. Workcamps end on July 
29. Workcampers will assist with building 
or rebuilding homes, clinics and/or schools. 
Visit our website at  http:// 
www.aglionline.org or contact Dawn 
Rubbert via dawn@aglionline.org. 


SANTA FE FRIENDS MEETING. RESIDENT 
FRIEND(s) to live in garden cottage on historic 
meetinghouse grounds beginning September Ist, 
2006. Resident performs basic caretaking in 
exchange for free rooms and utilities. Inquiries 
for information packet and application to Susan 
Robinson, 207 Irvine Street, Santa Fe, NM, 
87501. E-mail: Subert2@netzero.net. 
Applications due January 1st, 2006. 


.AFSC/INTERMOUNTAIN YM 

2% JOINT SERVICE PROJECT: QUAKER 

WORK CAMPS FOR TEENS AND 

ADULTS. Spring and fall in Mexico, sum- 

mer with Oglala Lakota. Contact Mike 

Gray. E-mail: MGray@afsc.org or 520- 
907-6321. Website: afsc.org. 
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Jamal Daghash, an Israeh-Palestian physician, wearing 
his “Real Men Listen” T-shirt and practicing his listening 
skills with his fiancée Maha Tayi (co-leader of the recent 


Treat Yoursell or a Friend to a Special Giff 


Compassionate Listening Project in Israel/Palestine). 


Order through Friends Bulletinand receive 50% off publications 
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including free 
“Quaker Peace Testimony” 
pamphlet 


Gift, student or introductory 
subscription 


plus 


Compassionate Listening book 


only $24 (50% savings) 


Gift, student or introductory 
Friends Bulletin 


subscription only $18 


Indicate kind of subscription or number of copies of books or pamphlets you wish to order in the underlined space. 


Gift/student/introductory subscription to Friends Bulletin: $18 (till Dec. 31, 2006) or ___ $24 for introductory 


subscription plus Compassionate Listening. 


___ Compassionate Listening and other writings by Gene Hoffman, Quaker Peacemaker and Mystic. FB Publications, 2003. “For more 
than half a century, Gene Hoffman—through her essays and poetry, her workshops and speeches, her travels and her witness—has 
been a fountainhead of creative spirituality and courageous peacemaking. This book will be a rich resource for those who come after 
her.” —Richard Deats, Editor of Fellowship Magazine. Paperbound, 350 pp. with photos and index. $16.95 (plus $3 postage & 


handling). 


Quaker Peace Testimony in Times of Terrorism, FB Pamphlet #2 (2nd edition, 2005) by Robert Griswold. Reflections upon the 
spiritual basis for Friends’ peacemaking efforts during this time of “perpetual war for perpetual peace.” Ideal for study groups. Single 


copy: $3.95. Two or more: $3 each (incl. postage & handling). 


Islam from a Quaker Perspective, FB Pamphlet #1 (2003). This pamphlet explores the spirituality of fasting, examines the 
Islamic faith in relation to Friends’ testimonies and provides a brief overview of Quaker involvement in the Middle East. 


Single copy: $3.95. Two or more: $3 each (incl. postage & handling). 


___A Western Quaker Reader, Writings by and about Independent Quakers in the Western United States. FB Publications, 2000. First 
historical work about Western Quakerism written from the viewpoint of Independent Friends, provides vivid, first-person testimo- 
nies by Friends involved in the “reinvention” of Quakerism in the Western USA from the 1930s to the present. 354 pp. paper. 


$19.95 (incl. postage & handling). 


“REAL MEN LISTEN” T-SHIRTS Please indicate number and color of 


shirts in boxes below. $16 each plus $3 postage & handling. 


Black White Gray 


Large | 
X-Large | 
XX-Large* 


Total : 
* Add $1.50 for XX-Large 
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To order, indicate number of items you want and send this 
page with check made out to “Friends Bulletin” to: Friends 
Bulletin, 3223 Danaha St , Torrance CA 90505. 


Your Name 


Address 


oe: 
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Connecting Friends « 
Vincula a fos Amigos +* 


Crossing Cultures 


Friends World Committee 
for Consultation 
SECTION OF THE AMERICAS 


® 


ALL FRIENDS ABE WELCOME AT OUR ANHUAL MEETING 


2006 Annual Meeting in Chiquimula, Guatemala 

March 16-19 

More information at wanw.furccamericas.org or contact the office. 
Mark you calendar and check your passport now! 


Sobrepasa Barreras Culturales « 


* Changing Lives 
Cambia Vidas 


Our Purpose 


To encourage fellowship 
among all the branches of the 
Religious Society of Friends 


in the Americas, the Quaker 
community extends fram the 
Arctic to the Andes, spanning a 
rich diversity of regional cultures, 


beliefs and styles of worship. 


Our History 


The FWCC was created in 1937 

by the Second World Conference 
of Friends after years of concerned 
work to reconnect a fragmented 
Quaker world. 


Today, Friends from yearly 
meetings and groups in 56 nations 
continue thes work. 


www.fwecamericas.org 


